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I have always been partial to curves. 

Statistics are hard reading to most of us. We 
study them from a sense of duty. Charts are 
somewhat less painful, for a good draftsman 
interprets the statistics and graphically shows 
the important high spots. 


But simple curves are the easiest of all to 
grasp and they are the clearest indicators of 
trends and are quite pleasant to look at—-when 
they point upward. 


Away back in the gay nineties, when Textile 
World and I were both young, there were not 
so many statisticians and economists to tell us 
where we were heading. We took it for granted 
that good years and bad years would come 
along in cycles, as they always had done, and 
we kept plugging away. 


There were two factors that I used to think 
were of major importance—the tariff on wool 
and the size of the current cotton crop, and | 
had strong opinions about ad valorem and 
specific duties,—but that’s another story. 


To get back to curves: Perhaps it is a slight 
stretch of the imagination to call these dia- 
grams “curves,” but whatever you call them, 
they show trends for the past three years and 
are headed the right way. 


And I am thinking how many other business 
activities are directly concerned with the trend 
of these textile curves and what big figures 
these items run into (to go back to statistics). 
We have statisticians and economists on our 
staff now, and from them with the aid of gov- 
ernment and trade sources of information, | 
learn that the annual consumption of some 
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of the products used by the textile industry 
is approximately as follows: 


Coal tar dyes $50,000,000; other chemicals 
$150,000,000; lubricating oils 3,500,000 gallons; 
greases 1,000,000 pounds; fuel oil 265,000,000 
gallons; knitting machine needles $4,000,000; 
ring travelers 2,000,000,000; bobbins 500,000,- 
000; spools 9,000,000; belting $3,000,000 for 
annual replacement only. I think it is reason- 
able to place the 1939 consumption of all sup- 
plies for cotton, woolen and worsted, rayon, 
silk and knitting mills, exclusive of raw mate- 
rials and fuel, at approximately $600,000.000. 


Going back to the curves again and, know- 
ing that the con- 
sumption of supplies 
follows closely the 
textile curves, it ans ene 


means there has 


Seer, 
4, 


been an increase of 
at least $250,000,000 
in the mill supply 


husiness of all kinds, EMPLOYMENT 


from January 1938 ery 
which was recent low 
ebb, to November 
1939, when cotton 
consumption for the 
month by American ~ 


mills was the highest activity 





on record. 


It’s no wonder the 


WOOL 
CONSUMPTION 
4 


shops and factories 





are busy and looking 
forward to a_ Pros- 





perous New Year. 


H. G. LORD, founder of Textile World in 1888 and president, Bragdon, Lord & Nagle Division, 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. 
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